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CASES
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH
SULPHATE OF QUININE.
BY
C. SEARLE, M.D., M.R.C.S.L., Bath.
ACUTE RHEUMATISM.
A HAIR-DRESSER, astat. 56, I visited on
the Saturday preceding the election which
took place on the following Tuesday. 1
found him in bed, to which he had been con-
fined for nearly a month, with acute
rheumatism, which had attacked him on
the day succeeding to one that he had spent
in the amusement of fishing. One of the
knees had been first attacked with swell-
ing and pain, which was accompanied with
much fever ; the disease then migrated
into the other knee, and attacked also one of
the wrists. The swelling and pain were now
confined to one of his wrists. He had been
bled, purged, and abundantly sweated, and
was now profusely perspiring, and much at-
tenuated. I immediately ordered him to
take two grains of quinine every four hours
without intermission. This he took, with
the etlect thut the next day lie was better,
and on the Tuesday was so much improved
as to be capable of attending the poll
and giving his vote as an elector. He con-
tinued the quinine after this twice a day,
and took an occasional pill of calomel and
aloes for the period of about a month, ever isince which he has enjoyed health.
Another man I accidentally met limping
about, by the aid of a stick, with a swollen
knee. He was a butcher by trade, and told
me that he had bfen for some time thus
afflicted and incapable of work. Fever had
accompanied the swollen knee in the pri-
mary attack. He had been twice in the
hospital, on one occasion for ten and on the
other for six weeks, during which time he
had been salivated, leeched, blistered, used
the baths, and had adopted many other
remedies, but with only temporary bene-
fit. I directed him to take three grains
of quinine three times a day, and to use a
liniment composed of one drachm of sulphu-
ric acid and fifteen drachms of olive-oil to
the knee night and morning, rubbing it well
in for half an hour at each time. A fort-
night after using these remedies, he had been
so much benefited that he w> s not only
capable of resuming his occtipatio but de-
clared that he was able to walk ten miles at
a stretch.
A month since, I was requested to visit
J. C., aged sixty ; two months before he had
been attacked with acute rheumatism. The
local ;iffection had during that time mi-
grated from ankles to knees, and thence into
his shoulders and wrists: he had during
the greater part of this time been under pro-
fessional treatment, and had used the
thermal baths. He was, when I saw him,
hobbling about with a stick, with his ankles
swollen and shoulders painful; he bad suf.
fered by dtarrhoea two days before, and ap-
peared cold anrllanguid. t directed him to
improve his diet, and take a pill containing
two grains of quinine and a third of a grain
of opium, three times a day. Three days
after, when I next visited him, I found him
in bed perspiring freely. He had taken
eight of the pills. His wrists were swollen
and extremely painful, his pulse 120, and
I firm, his bowels confined, and his breathing
a little oppressed. He was now bled to
twenty ounces, and a grain of calomel with
three of antimonial powder, in a pill, was
directed to be taken every three hours, wIth
a drachm of sulphate of magnesia in solu-
tion. The next day I found he had been
freely purged, and had passed a better night.
The pills were now directed to be continued
every four hours, and a fourth part of the
following mixture substituted for the sul.
phate of magnesia, and taken between each
dose of the pills :-
R Solution of acetate of ammonia, three
ounces
Viuegw’ of colchicum, two drachms;
Tincture of opium, twenty rninims;
Water, five ounces. Mix.
On the next day I found that he had
passed an excellent night; the pain had
quite left his wrists ; his pulse 84, soft ; his
breathing free ; in short, that he was conva.
lescent. I now ordered him the pills of
quinine, as in the first instance, with one of
the pills of calomel and antimony every
other night, and by help of these he soon
completely recovered his strength.
SCARLATINA.
I was requested by a lady, twenty miles
distant, to visit her family as soon as possi-
ble, as a son and daughter were dangerously
ill with scarlet fever. I reached the place
of her abode the same evening, when the
son, I found, had died two hours before.
The daughter, a delicate girl, aged seven.
teen, I found delirious in bed, with great
difficulty of deglutition, a small irritable
pulse at 120, and an excited skin. Leeches
were tht-n being applied to the temples, and
powders of calomel and antimony being ad-
ministered every two hours. The leeches I
directed to be immediately removed, and
sent for the medical attendant, on consulta-
tion with whom, on his arrival, as he declined
any responsibility in the measures I thought
it necessary to pursue, the cure was thrown
altogether into my own hands. The patient’s
skin I had now sponged with tepid water,
and the throat gargled, or rather mopped,
occasionally with a large hair pencil, dipped
in a mixture of strong chilly vinegar and
honey, which produced a copious niuculent
salivation. Soon after this a grain of qui-
nine, in solution, was administered, with a
tablespoonf 61 -of port wine; and the same
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was repeated every two hours throughout
the night, and two or three spoonfuls of
sago and wine between each dose. On the
following morning the throat was much
better, the fever had declined, and she ex-
pressed herself as feeling in every respect
better. The remedies were continued, and
in the evening all danger was at an end,
After this she continued the quinine in doses
of three or four grains during the day, and
was up and well by the end of the week.
Another son and a servant of the same
family were attacked the day after my ar-
rival at the house, the disease being of epi-
demic prevalence in the town and for many
miles around. They were both treated by
an emetic in the first instance, followed up
by a dose of calomel and jalap ; and after
the operation of this by a teaspoonful of
bark-powder, with two tablespoonfuls of
port wine, every two hours, with immediate
convalescence ; and this treatment becoming
now general in the town, was very success-
fully pursued. ’
ERYSIPELAS.
An infant, fourteen months old, was at-
tacked with erysipelas on the face, which
extended down the neck to the chest, and
down the arms to the finger-ends, the hands
becoming oedematous. Calomel, antimony,
and purgatives were freely administered for
more than a week without permanent be.
nefit; on the contrary, the disease was ex-
tending itself, and the child had become
comatose. Under these circumstances half
a grain of quinine was given every two
hours, and a blister applied to the thigh.
The amendment was almost immediate, and
the child was two days after convalescent.
I have only to add, in conclusion, that the
above are not a few choice cases selected
from among many, in support of the opiniou
I have previously advanced, that quinine is
a remedy which of late years has been too
much neglected in the treatment of these
varieties of fever ; but, as I am out of prac-
tice, these are, although few, the only cases
of the kind with the treatment of which I
have had anything to do.
June 10, 1843.
IN SUB-ARACHNOID H&AElig;MORRHAGE false
membranes never occur, but in intra-arach-
noid haemorrhage they are always found
around the effused clot on the fourth or fifth
day. Paralysis of motion rarely accompanies
sub-arachnoid haemorrhage, but commonly
intra-arachnoid hxrnorrhttae paralysis of
sensation is rare in both kinds. Deviation
of the mouth does not occur in these cases,
but sleep and coma are almost constant
symptoms. Delirium and fever accompany
intra-arachnoid h&aelig;morrhage alone, but from
this dIsease the patient may recover; while
sub-arachnoid h&aelig;morrhage has been found
constantly fatal within eight days.
ANODYNE POWER OF THE
CYNARA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;On casually inquiring lately at one
of the leading chemists and druggists in
London, whether the cynara was often an
ingredient in the prescriptions which were
brought to his shop, I was much surprised
to find that, with only one exception (which
exception proved to be my own), he had
never been called on to prepare it ; and as I
learned, still farther, from him, that he had
experienced much difficulty in procuring it it
on the occasion just stated, the inference of
its rarity in London practice was at once
evinced. Having frequently prescribed the
cynara with very decided success in rheu.
matic and neuralgic affections, and feeling
satisfied, if the preparation be good, that it is
very deserving of consideration, I venture,
through your pages, to recommend it to your
readers. I have prescribed it very frequently
in private practice, as well as at the dispen-
sary in this town, and have been convinced
of its anodyne efficacy, even in some pro-
tracted and obstinate cases of sciatica, which
had not been relieved by the ordinary reme.
dies. I generally prescribe a combination
of a drachm of its tincture with five grains
of the extract, in a draught, three times a-day,
varying the vehicle, and adding other reme.
dies, according to the circumstances of the
case ; sometimes in mist. guaiaci, one ounce
and a half, or mist. camplaorre sometimes in
combination with colchicum, and with or
without a few drops of Battley’s liquor. opii
sedativus, or a solution of morphia. It pos.
sesses the advantage of having no deleterious
or prejudicial effects on the system, and may
be increased in its proportions, or duration,
if the case require it. Several cases of gout
have yielded so rapidly to its exhibition as
to induce a belief in its specific power in
the minds of those who have suffered from
that complaint. It is not a new medicine;
it is mentioned in Lewis’s " Materia
Medica," in Farr’s,and in Hooper’s 11 Medi-
cal Dictionary," and in other works, but is
merely lauded there for its diuretic property,
and said to derive its name " cinara," from
(moreo;, " quia movet urinam," an
etymology as vague as it is unsatisfactory;
others spell it 11 cynara," and derive it from
(canis), from the dog-toothed shape
of its leaf. But this is of minor importance.
Suflice it to say that it is universally krio%Nn
under the title of "artichoke." It is necessary
that it be prepared quite fresh from the leaves,
its efficacy apparently depending mainly on its
freshness. I do not feel justified in giving
public reference to those who have been
cured by it, although I could furnish abuu-
dant instances ; and Mr. Baker, a highly
respctable chemist in Chelmsford, who pre-
pares it himself and has the very beit qua-
